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Dear Parents/Carers and Students,
I hope and trust that all pupils have had a restful break and that they are all ready
to get back into the pace and challenge of school life for this term. We have a
number of events happening this term, including Parents evenings for S4-6, a
careers event for S2/3 Gaelic pupils, a Gaelic Debate in Stornoway for our Senior
Gaelic pupils, and the School Social Dance towards the end of term. Our usual
extra-curricular activities are continuing, and I am happy to see so many of our
students involved in a wide range of these. We look forward to seeing the fruits of
the labour with regards to the Drama production at the end of term. Live-n-Learn
also come back later in the month, where they will be working with the S1-3. The
generosity of the community is evident from the number of fundraising activities
that go on in school, and again, I am proud that our pupils are taking responsibility
for fundraising for others that may be experiencing difficult circumstances, through
Children in Need and the Shoebox appeal.
For our senior students, the work-load will soon start to mount up, and before we
know it, the prelim season will be upon us. It is vital that all senior students use
their time efficiently, and after their Live-n-Learn session, they should be equipped
with time management skills to help them plan their study schedule. For some
students, one aspect of their time out of school is getting experience in work, and I
have included some guidelines with regard to the regulations for students at work.
I appreciate that our senior students may need to work to save money for college,
etc., but I firmly believe that school work should be prioritised in these important
years of their lives.
Finally, as the weather starts to get colder, please keep hold of this copy of the
newsletter, and in particular, can I refer you to the ADVERSE WEATHER
INFORMATION and phone codes. This will be our primary method of letting
parents and carers know of any school closure due to poor weather conditions.
We will, of course, continue to update our Facebook page, and get in contact with
Two Lochs Radio. Pupils will all be issued with an A5 summary of the telephone
PIN CODES that you can keep handy.
Mr A Breen, Acting Head Teacher
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ADVERSE WEATHER ARRANGEMENTS
TRAVELLING TO SCHOOL DURING ADVERSE
WEATHER
It is important to remind parents/carers of our established
arrangements for severe weather conditions. As we know in
the west of Scotland, the weather we experience can be
very variable and we will endeavour to operate the school
day with minimum disruption but the safety of our pupils and
staff is paramount.
It is the responsibility of parents or carers to decide if a pupil should attempt to
travel to school, by transport or on foot in adverse weather conditions. The
Education Authority encourages full attendance at school but in severe weather
conditions the safety of pupils is much more important. Parents and pupils are
often concerned that important examinations or classwork may be missed, but this
should not over-ride good judgement.
We normally make alternative
arrangements for missed examinations.
Normally the difficulty for pupils is related to transport problems. In
extreme conditions or as a result of power cuts the school may actually
have to close. Pupils will not be sent home until we are sure they have a
safe destination.


The school has a system of communication with parents and transport
operators. This includes a free 0800 telephone information service and
website, details of which are attached.



Parents are requested to telephone the school if you decide not to send your
child to school on a particular day.



It is vital that the school has an alternative address as close as possible to the
school which may be used by your child in emergency situations. Parents
should advise the school of this alternative address.

When weather conditions are poor:
Local radio stations issue news and weather bulletins on traffic conditions and
school closures. Transmissions may not cover all households and may be subject
to rescheduling but should be helpful. Parents are advised to remain ‘tuned in’ to
ongoing road, weather or school information updates.
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Broadcast times
BBC Radio Highland (92-95 FM 810 MW): 6.30 am 7.30 am 8.30 am 12.30
pm 4.30 pm 5.30 pm
In extreme conditions Radio Highland will interrupt Radio Scotland transmissions,
usually on the hour, to carry emergency bulletins. We will also endeavour to put a
message out via Radio nan Gaidheal.
Two Lochs Radio (106 & 106.6 FM): 7.30 am 8.03 am 8.30 am 5.03 pm
6.03 pm
Morning and late afternoon programmes carry local information on weather, roads
and conditions affecting schools just after the national news. In severe conditions
normal programmes will be interrupted more frequently to carry emergency
bulletins especially just before the hourly news.
Please do not telephone the local radio for advice but listen to the appropriate
broadcasts. However, if you do have important weather/travel information to
provide then Two Lochs Radio (01445 712106) encourages you to phone
them while music is playing on air.
For pupils using school transport


Parents should advise their children on how long they should wait at the pickup point for their transport. This will depend on the prevailing weather
conditions and the availability of shelter at the pick-up point. During adverse
weather conditions no pupil is expected to wait longer than twenty minutes
past the ‘normal pick-up’ time. If this situation arises please contact the school
to inform us.



Drivers of contract vehicles are advised not to drop off children where there is
any doubt that they may not safely reach home or other place of shelter.



Where parents are concerned about weather conditions at ‘drop-off’ points,
they should contact the school as early as possible. This information will help
us form a better picture of variable local conditions.

When weather conditions are poor, parents should arrange to have children
met at the ‘drop-off’ point, especially where public service transport is used.
Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you would prefer to speak to
someone about these arrangements.
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Summary of adverse weather lines
Telephone Information Service
Dial Highland Council’s access number
(calls will not be charged)

0800 564 2272
Enter Gairloch High PIN

041050
 You have two attempts to enter the PIN and you will be disconnected
after a second failed attempt. If this happens, check the number and
redial. If there is still a problem check with the school.
 You will hear the school’s name – ensure this is correct before going
on.
 You will be taken to the Main Menu where you will be given four
options:
Option 1: this will be our message about adverse weather, if the
school is closed or transport arrangements have been affected.
Option 4 – to enter a PIN for another school in the authority (for example a
local primary school attended by a sibling).

Internet Information Service
The Highland Council website will also be updated with information of school
closures:
However, please note that Gairloch High School will continue to update the PIN
facility. Our aim is to provide clear, unambiguous information to parents/carers
with regard to school closures during periods of adverse weather. I would
therefore encourage you to refer to the Phone system first.

www.highland.gov.uk/schoolclosures
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BIG QUESTIONS???….The S5/6 RME Conference
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On the last Monday of term, S5&6 went
to the Gairloch hotel to take part in the
big questions. We had different
seminars led by Colin Macleod, Dan
Patterson and Stuart Smith. The
questions in the seminars we had were
“ban the booze” which was led by Colin
Macleod, “Morality through celebrities”
which was led by Dan Patterson and
“Freedom of speech” which was led by
Stuart Smith. In the afternoon we had a
court case about whether a terminally ill
young boy should be sent to Spain for a
trial of a new treatment, or stay in the
UK for his last few days. We were split into 3 groups- one group represented the
parents opinion, one represented the UK doctors and the other represented the
Spanish doctors. After debating the group all came to the conclusion that he
should be sent to Spain for the treatment. Overall it was a good, thoughtprovoking day, and we would like to give a big Thank You to everyone who helped
make it happen.
Catherine MacRae, S6

6

GHS Newsletter

November 2018

Live-N-Learn
Live-N-Learn have supported over 1000 schools across the UK and Europe providing
inspirational programmes and resources to build confidence, develop resilience and
cultivate growth mindsets. As a motivational training provider, they focus on personal
responsibility and believe that with determination, hard work, grit and the right method,
our potential is unknown!
Delivery:
Live-N-Learn qualified and experienced teachers capture the imagination of their
audience with an engaging and thought-provoking production. Powerful messages are
conveyed in a relaxed, non-threatening and accessible style. They offer meaningful and
practical tools by using interactive voting handsets, movie clips, humour and inspirational
anecdotes.
Topics covered:

What could it do
for me?

Employability

growth
mindset

Study Skills &
Exam Prep.

Managing
your
emotions

‘making it
happen’

Taking personal
responsibility

power of
the word
‘YET’

Resilience

Grasping
opportunities
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Child Employment
Restrictions
There are several restrictions on when and where children are allowed to work.
Children are not allowed to work:


without an employment permit issued by the education department of the local council, if this
is required by local bylaws



in places like a factory or industrial site



during school hours



before 7am or after 7pm



for more than one hour before school (unless local bylaws allow it)



for more than 4 hours without taking a break of at least 1 hour



in most jobs in pubs and betting shops and those prohibited in local bylaws



in any work that may be harmful to their health, well-being or education



without having a 2-week break from any work during the school holidays in each calendar
year

Term time rules

During term time children can only work a maximum of 12 hours a week. This includes:


a maximum of 2 hours on school days and Sundays



a maximum of 5 hours on Saturdays for 13 to 14-year-olds, or 8 hours for 15 to 16-year-olds

School holiday rules

During school holidays 13 to 14-year-olds are only allowed to work a maximum of 25 hours a
week. This includes:


a maximum of 5 hours on weekdays and Saturdays



a maximum of 2 hours on Sunday

During school holidays 15 to 16-year-olds can only work a maximum of 35 hours a week. This
includes:


a maximum of 8 hours on weekdays and Saturdays



a maximum of 2 hours on Sunday
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Dance at GHS
During the October break a
number took part in a dance
leadership course lead by Amy
Gallagher who is the Movers
and Shakers dance tutor. As I
have completed the course
already and have previously
lead sessions for pupils of a
range of different ages I was
asked to assist Amy during the
course.
Before the holidays all pupils from S1-3 took part in a
workshop with Amy during school time to help them
understand more about the course and what it can help
you with. The pupils that were interested in completing
the course attended two and a half days in the holidays.

The course consists of theory and practical work
helping pupils to improve their creative dance skills for
example keeping in time to music, understanding
different dance styles eg. Street/commercial, lyrical or
theatre/jazz and creating a connection between the
stimulus (inspiration) and the moves of a dance. The course isn’t just about
being a good dancer; the main focus is that the pupils are able to successfully
lead a dance session with the correct components that people are able to
enjoy. It improves basic leadership skills like organisation, adaptability and
timekeeping.
Nine pupils completed the course and
have gained the Dance Leadership
Level 1 qualification, this will give them
the skills to properly plan and lead
dance sessions in the future.
Isabelle Gallacher, S5
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Our Dance Leaders

Children in Need
This takes place on the 16th
November. We have already
raised over £60 from our
Halloween fancy dress day,
and are asking all students
and staff to help to raise
money for this worthwhile
cause. We will have a nonuniform/pyjama day, as well
as a bake sale, so would
appreciate any home baking
brought into school on the 15th.
More details to follow!
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Blythswood Shoe Box
Appeal 2018
Our Pupils have collected 28 boxes for the annual Shoe Box appeal
for Blythswood. A big thank you to everybody that contributed in any
way to the Shoe Box Appeal. The shoeboxes received will be
distributed in Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova,
Pakistan, Romania, Serbia and Ukraine.

11

GHS Newsletter

November 2018

Head Teacher Drop-in:
13th & 27th November 2018

Parents Nights:
S4 - 21st November 2018
S5/6 – 6th December 2018
Gaelic Debate (Stornoway): 6th/7th Nov
Parent Council Meeting:
13th November 2018 at 7 pm
CHILDREN IN NEED DAY
16th November
Live-n-Learn workshops (S1-S3)
22nd November 2018
Christmas Dance -14th December 2018
Last Day of Term
Fundraising: 21st December 2018
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