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Dear Parents/Carers and Students,
After a restful long weekend, things continue to be very busy in
the school. Senior students should now be busy revising for their
final exams, which start only six school weeks away, and also
completing their external coursework, with deadlines for
completion later on in March. A number of teachers are also
offering extra supervised study and revision classes, and I would
encourage students to take up this offer if they can. We had a
return visit from Live-N-Learn for our seniors, to emphasise the
importance of this time in their school career, and how dedicating
time to exam preparation is vital, and I do hope that they have
taken this advice on board. As always, parental support is
essential, and gratefully encouraged.
Despite the busyness in the senior phase, we still have a large
number of activities going on both in the school and the
community, and this issue of the newsletter continues to share
the excellent opportunities our pupils have. We had a very
successful ski trip, where 32 pupils learnt or improved a new skill,
and congratulations to those who took part in the Ross-shire
Cross Country championships. Our junior students participated
in an Education Scotland Art competition, and a number of pupils
took part in BT Openreach events, geography field trips and the
Senior Interview day.
Plans are progressing for the S1 residential trip to the
Cairngorms, and I would encourage you to come to the Bring &
Buy sale in March. Four of our students are taking part in the
National Pipe Band championships, and we wish them every
success.
We had an assembly on Wednesday to say farewell to Dr Clare
Caley from our school. Dr Caley will be sorely missed and we
wish her every success for the future.
Finally, our S3-S5 students are looking at their options for next
year, and I would like to invite all Parents/Carers of S3-5 to an
information evening on the 7th March at 6:30pm.
Mr A Breen, Acting Head Teacher
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Ross-shire Schools Cross Country Event
Three pupils from S2 and five S1 pupils
attended the Ross-shire Cross Country on
the 14th of March. The race was held at
Ullapool
Golf
Course
and
it
was
approximately 3k but it was a fast pace. We
arrived and did a warm up before the first
race which was the S1 girls, we had Laura
Nieto and Alisha Cameron racing from our
school up against about 30 other girls from
different schools. They did a lap of the golf
course and went down on the beach twice
and finished 14th and 15th. S1 boys race was
slightly bigger and we had entered three boys
Fraser Frost, Anndra Cumming and Roban
McKenzie. There was around 40 boys in their
race ending with a 7th for Anndra, 31st for
Roban and 34th place for Fraser, they were
up against boys from schools that trained all
year round so did well to place where they
did. Then it was the under 15’s girls race
which Helen Urquhart and Izzy MacDonald
entered. They finished 5th and 6th out of 20
girls. The last race was the under 15s boys
race which Lewis Hildrey was in. He had to
do a slightly longer course up against 40
others. The under 15’s race was a wide
spread of boys and girls in S2 and 3 and in
Fraser’s words Lewis was racing with “Fully
grown men, with beards and stuff!”. He
finished 27th and that was the last race for
us. There was the senior races which we had
not entered anybody.
It was a great day overall completed with nice
weather for us to run in, we would like to go
back next year and beat our positions a year
later.
Written by S2’s - Izzy MacDonald, Helen Urquhart
and Lewis Hildrey.
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Art Competition

S1-S3 had the opportunity to participate in the National
Drawing Competition 2019. Pupils were invited to
produce a drawing on any theme in any drawing
media. Over 30 pupils have submitted a piece of
artwork (which have now been sent to Education
Scotland for judging). Celebrated artist and playwright
John Byrne endorses this annual event. Winners will be
notified by 11 March. Good luck to all who have
entered.

Opening of Salmon Fishing Season
February 11th saw two pupils Eòin Cumming
and Liam Forbes play an integral part in the
opening ceremony for the start of the 2019
Salmon Fishing Season in Wester Ross.
They Piped a procession of Salmon Fishers
from Tournaig House to the start of the River at
Tournaig Loch, whereupon Prof. Andrew
Barclay made the all important First Cast of the
Season and he then blessed the waters with
the customary dram of finest Malt.
Our pupils then piped the ceremony to a close
before retiring to Poolewe hall for a welcome
bowl of soup and a bacon roll. Thanks to Liam
and Eòin for playing beautifully and the Skye
and Wester Ross Fisheries Trust and Fisheries
Board for organizing and supporting the event.
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Interview Skills Day

On Wednesday 13th February GHS
welcomed various members of our local
community in to conduct mock interviews
with our S5/6 pupils as part of their
development through Developing the
Young Workforce.
Pupils had previously completed an online
application form aimed at developing an
understanding of the sort of questions that
would be asked in a standard application before being placed in front of
interviewers with experience of working in various different industries
and sectors.
They day went very well thanks to the excellent organisation and
planning undertaken by Julie Brady (Parent Council) and our Acting PT
Pupil Support (Guidance), Helen Murton. Pupils were provided with
feedback in the afternoon from their panels with detailed feedback
being passed on following the event for future reference and interview
planning.
Thank you to our interview panels who gave up their own time to attend
and help develop our young people prepare to move into positive
destinations in the near future.
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S1 Bring and Buy Sale
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S1 will be running their annual bring and buy sale on
Saturday 16th March in the Gairloch Community Hall. They are looking
for any donations of items to sell, raffle prizes, tombola prizes, and
silent auction prizes. Any items would be gratefully received.
If anyone has anything they would like to donate for any of the above,
please drop items into the school week beginning 11th March.
Any

unsold

items

will

be

donated

to

charity.

Teas and Coffees will be on sale with home baking. If anyone wishes to
donate baking, we would be grateful to receive items to the school on
Friday 15th March or on the morning of Saturday 16th March at the
Community Hall.
Finally, a Just Giving page has been set up with a view to raising up to
£500 to support this event. Please share the following link via social
media:

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/ghs-cairngorms2019?utm_term=8nKeX6vVX
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BT Openreach Careers Workshop
On Wednesday 30th January pupils from GHS were
treated to an interactive careers workshop led by
Openreach Ltd (formerly BT Openreach). This was
delivered as part of the Developing the Young
Workforce initative.
The participants were provided with an insight into
the various career opportunities that joining an
organisation of 32,000 employees can bring. These
opportunities include entry roles as engineers which
can end up progressing through to working in
different areas within the organisation such as
project management. With full training programmes
mapped to national qualifications frameworks and
starting salaries of £27,000 the visitors were keen to
emphasise the benefits that come from working with
the organisation.
Pupils took part in practical exercises including using specialised kit
designed to identify copper-wire faults through to creating a fully
connected fibre to the premises network.
Any pupil interested in finding out more about progressing on to the
positive destinations offered by Openreach should see Mr Caddell
and/or Miss Murton in the first instance. Parents/carers are also
encouraged to get in touch to find out more about these modern
progression pathways into quality careers
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Farewell Dr Caley
We said a fond farewell to Dr Caley in our
Whole school assembly on Wednesday 27th
February. Dr Caley started working in the
school in 2003, after moving from Plockton
High School. Dr Caley has been an integral
part of the life of Gairloch High school, and in
particular, has taken the strategic lead in the
Malawi schools partnership, the organisation
of the Cairngorms S1 residential trip, and the
End of Session Prizegiving. She will be
sorely missed by both staff and students, but
we wish her our best wishes as she moves
onto pastures new!
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Geography Fieldtrip

Seven S4 pupils travelled to the Cairngorms to work on their
Geographical Skills and collect information for their assignments. Their
projects range from looking at rivers and their valleys, vegetation and
microclimates and the impacts of tourism. They were also able to learn
more about land use conflicts in Glenmore Forest from Brian, the
Recreation Manager for the Forestry Commission. Now to get their data
processed into maps, graphs and tables before writing up their final
coursework!
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Lost Property

There are several items of lost
property held within school. If
you recognise any of these
items please collect them from
the office, otherwise they will
be added to the S1 Bring and
Buy Sale.

Red Nose Day 2019
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Ski Trip 2019

The trip to France was a long but great experience. We travelled on bus
and plane from Gairloch then Glasgow to the French Alps. When we
first got to the resort there was lots of snow and the weather was nice.
We got unpacked and got our skis fitted and ready.
Day 1 of skiing we got into our groups and met our instructors. The
groups were split into 3 groups - the complete beginners group, the
beginners group and the more advanced. We had two lessons a day,
each 2 hours long, so at the end of the week we had done a little more
than 24 hours of skiing and by Friday all the beginners could ski down a
slope.
The hotel was nice and so were the people who worked there. There
were two other schools there and they were both good fun. After dinner
we did lots of different activities like bum boarding and getting crepes.
Every evening we would have a quiz and there would be prizes for:
crash of the day, skier of the day and most improved. Most days after
skiing, Mr Breen and Miss MacAllister ran supervised skiing for those
who wished to do more.
By Fraser Frost, S1
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Head Teacher Drop-in:
5 & 21st March 2019, 5-6pm
th

Senior Parents Information Evening
THURSDAY 7th March, 6:30pm

Scottish Schools Pipe Band
Championships, 11th March
S1 Bring & Buy Sale, 16th March
10am-2pm, Community Hall
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