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Dear Parents/Carers and Students,
We have had a busy few weeks with our Senior Pupils, who
have completed their SQA coursework in most subjects, and
they now should be spending a significant time on their revision
for the exams, which start later this month.
S1 pupils have also been busy fundraising for their forthcoming
Caringorm Residential, and I personally wanted to thank parents
for their ongoing support in this worthwhile experience. The
Bring and Buy sale was a very successful venture, thanks to the
hard work of the S1 pupils and a number of staff and volunteers
who made it possible.
We continue to pride ourselves on the excellent, supportive
relationships we have with both parents and students, and I take
pride in the number of opportunities our students have, many of
which are highlighted here. We continue to promote our
fundraising activities, and I was particularly encouraged when
our pupils raised £350 for Comic relief, then shortly afterwards,
£220 for those devastated by Cyclone Idai in Mozambique,
Malawi and Zimbabwe. I was also pleased to see the huge effort
of the S3’s, who were promoting local charity awareness through
the Youth Philanthropy Initiative - congratulations to the
Dundonnell Mountain Rescue Team, who won the competition.
Finally, there have been a number of students arriving with
insufficient equipment for lessons, and for others there has been
a fall in the standard of uniform (especially in the footwear) and I
have therefore put some reminder information about both of
these in this newsletter. I wish you all a pleasant Easter break.
Mr A Breen, Acting Head Teacher
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Apprenticeship Showcase

Apprenticeship Showcase
As part of the school's aim to develop our young workforce, a selection of S3 and
S4 pupils attended the Highland Apprenticeship Showcase at Inverness College
UHI to find out more about these exciting pathway opportunities.
The pupils were treated to a short presentation followed by various interactive
sessions from a range of local and national employers who discussed various
pathways and comparisons with the traditional College and University routes.
Pupils were particularly interested in finding out how the learning pathways across
the full range of apprenticeships map to the same qualifications framework
(www.scqf.org.uk) as College and University courses
Following the event Mr Caddell provided more information about Modern
Apprenticeship opportunities with a number of pupils noting interest in looking at
these as potential positive destinations over the next 2-3 years. More information
about these pathways can be found at www.apprenticeships.scot or by speaking
to our local SDS Careers Advisor, Jennifer Teague
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Musical Achievements
Inverness Music Festival – Premier Competitions
There is a real excitement and enthusiastic
involvement around Eden Court during this wonderful
annual event. The Competitions in the Festival cater
for solo and group performance for all ages from
playgroup to the ‘mature’ and cover a wide range of
genres – music, vocal & instrumental, classical &
traditional and speech & drama.
The Festival
culminates with the prestigous Elizabeth Davis Quaich
to the best overall performers from those participating
over the ten days. Congratulations to Eòin Cumming
who successfully worked his way through the tough
comptition to win this award for the second time!! To
enjoy a rendition of Eòin’s performance visit Gairloch
High School Facebook page.

Liam, Callum, Calum and Calum travelled to
Livingston to compete for Gairloch High School in
the Scottish Schools Pipe Band Championship.
Assisted by piping tutor Cameron MacDougall, they
took home the fourth place prize in the Quartet
competition - a great result! 130 schools from across
Scotland took part in the whole championship, which
aims to promote piping and drumming in schools. If
you're interested in learning pipes or drums, speak
to the tutors on a Tuesday for a joining form.
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School Uniform
School Uniform
Boys:
Trousers – Black or Navy
Shirt – White
Footwear – Black flat heeled shoes
•

•
•
•

•
•

Girls:
Skirt/Trousers – Black or Navy
Blouse/Shirt – White
Footwear – Black flat heeled shoes

Only ‘school’ sweatshirts are acceptable. No other
logo or badge on clothes is accepted.
Black (or any other colour) ‘hoodies’ are not
acceptable.
Black denim or jeans are not acceptable.
Pullovers, cardigans, skirts, trousers and shoes that
are embellished with sequins and tassels are not
acceptable. Nor are belts with large inappropriate
buckles.
Girls’ tights should be black, navy or flesh coloured.
The wearing of a kilt along with the school uniform
is acceptable and encouraged.
•
•
•
•
•

PE Kit
Navy sweatshirt or fleece
Indoor/outdoor trainers
White or navy T-shirt or school polo shirt
Navy shorts
Deodorant (non aerosol)
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School Equipment

Essential Equipment
Chromebook (fully charged)
Pens (Black or Blue)
Pencils
Ruler
Eraser
Pencil sharpener
Calculator
Protractor
Pair of compasses
Planner

Desirable Equipment
Coloured pencils
Highlighter pens

Specialist Equipment
Left-handed scissors – where appropriate
Dictionary
Food Storage Containers
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S1 Beach Clean

Annual S1 beach clean as part of John Muir Award
activities. So good to see the beach cleaner than it
has been as a result of locals doing #2minbeachclean
but meant we could focus on smaller netting and
plastic. Brilliant job and great fun!

We went in groups to Strath beach and collected the
things that animals might get killed by or trapped in.
We found lots of rope, big bits of steel, fibre glass and
wrappers of biscuits, crisps, cans and other food
products.
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Fundraising

Comic Relief
Friday 15th March saw us
selling red noses and
wearing red to raise a
fantastic £351.74 for
Comic Relief

Bake Sale in Aid of Cyclone Idai
Appeal
Cyclone
Idai
swept
through
Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe,
leaving behind a trail of destruction,
killing hundreds of people and affecting
an estimated 2.6 million people.
On Thursday 28th March we held a bake
sale in the Library and were able to raise
£219.85 which we can contribute to the
appeal.
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Wider Achievements

Rowing Festival
The Annual Highland Rowing Festival saw Gairloch dominating again! 25 pupils
travelled to compete in the festival against other Highland schools. Many medals
came home with us along with personal bests for individuals but mainly everyone
enjoyed the experience. We had competed in the online league as well throughout
the year and were presented with a top school prize for that too - Well done
everyone!
Youth and Philanthropy Initiative Scotland
A huge well done to our YPI Scotland teams.
Dundonnell Mountain Rescue Team now
have £3000 for wet weather gear thanks to
the research and presentation skills of Katie,
Corey, Kirsty, Anna, Aiden and Luke.
Kirsty, Anna, Aiden and Luke!
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Fieldwork
Higher Geography Fieldwork
As part of the Higher Geography course, pupils undertake fieldwork and
their own research projects. This year our fieldwork saw us working, for the
fourth year, with Aigas Field Centre near Beauly. Pupils conducted further
research and wrote-up their assignments. Here, two of our pupils working
on locally based projects have shared about their research and findings.

Scarlet Pickering - This year I decided
to base my assignment on the River Ewe
and River Carron, and how they reacted
to Storm Abigail (7th November 2015).
To do this I collected river flow data and
discharge data from the National River
Flow Archive so I could construct
hydrographs for comparison. Specifically
I looked at height of land, tributaries and
the land use of each rivers catchment. I
then went on to explain how each factor
influenced both rivers reactions. Overall I
discovered that the River Carron reacted
much more quickly to the storm than the
River Ewe because it’s catchment is
higher lying and has more tributaries per
km2.
Emma MacDonald - For my assignment I looked at factors that impact soil pH up
a slope in Kinlochewe compared to another slope in Aigas. The factors I took into
account were vegetation, soil type and parent material. I collected soil samples
from both slopes, tested the pH and then looked at vegetation cover, the soil type
and parent material present in the area. This showed relevance to the Geography
course as we have studied different soil types and the impacts of soil formation
factors. My results showed that the soil in Aigas was more acidic than that in
Kinlochewe, due to the presence of pine trees in Aigas. This is because the
needles, when they had fermented, created a more acidic soil than grass or moss
for example. I also looked at how different plants prefer different soil types and
then discussed their impact on soil pH. I found that plants like fern prefer a thicker,
humus rich soil. This explained why there was an abundance of fern in
Kinlochewe, a brown earth soil, and very little in Aigas which was a podzol soil
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Fieldwork

N5 Fieldwork
Seven S4 pupils travelled to the Cairngorms to work on their Geographical Skills
and collect information for their assignments. Their projects range from looking at
rivers and their valleys, vegetation and microclimates and the impacts of tourism.
They were also able to learn more about land use conflicts in Glenmore Forest
from Brian, the Recreation Manager for the Forestry Commission. Now to get their
data processed into maps, graphs and tables before writing up their final
coursework!
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S1 Bring and Buy Sale
On Saturday 16th March S1 ran the annual GHS Bring and Buy Sale in the
Community Hall in Gairloch with monies raised going towards their health and
wellbeing trip to the Cairngorms in May of this year.
In the weeks leading up to this event, pupils were involved in planning and
marketing activities aimed at generating interest in the event, with each pupil
writing to local and wider businesses requesting donations for the raffle. The
response was overwhelming and S1 would like to thank all who responded.
With some donations still coming in, the final figure raised will be
approximately £3000, a great achievement from such a small group of young
people.
Thank you to everyone who came to the event, helped out on the day and in the
run up, donated items and helped with the clean-up operation afterwards. Your
support was, and is very much appreciated!
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Head Teacher Drop-in:
2 & 30th April 2019, 5-6pm
nd

S3 Parents Evening - Wed 1st May
School closes at 1:15pm, 5th April
School re-opens Tuesday 23rd April
S4-6 Exam leave begins 29th April
(25th April for pupils in Music & Higher PE)
S3 Outward Bound: 29th Apr - 2nd May
S1 Cairngorm trip group 1: 20th - 23rd May
S1 Cairngorm trip group 2: 23rd - 25th May

S4-6 Driving Ambition 29th May (AM)
New S6 Induction 31st May
Parent Council 20th April
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