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Dear Parents/Carers, Pupils and members of the
wider community,
I feel privileged to write my first introduction to the
newsletter as the new Head Teacher of Gairloch
High School.
I was certain from my first impressions, during my
pre-interview visit, that Gairloch was the perfect
choice for me as Head Teacher and since starting
my post I have been tremendously impressed by
the whole school, especially the pupils and the
staff.
I firmly believe Gairloch High School is a school of
huge potential and I am determined to secure an
outstanding future for the school by having the very highest expectations of the
staff and pupils. It is my intention by working together with the wider community we
can make our school the best it can possibly be.
Congratulations are in place to all senior pupils who performed very well at the
2019 exam diet. There were many outstanding sets of results for pupils to record.
For all performance measures such as S4 pupils gaining 5 Nat 5’s, S5 pupils
gaining 5 Highers or S6 gaining 5 Highers or at least 1 Advanced Higher, Gairloch
High School is always in top 5 schools of our Local Authority. This is a true credit to
our hard working pupils, our dedicated staff team and our supportive
parents/carers.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the numerous parents/carers
and members of the community who have made me feel so welcome as the Head
Teacher of Gairloch High School, your positive comments have been greatly
appreciated. Looking forward to working closely with all you in the future.
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Prizegiving

At the end of last session, we celebrated the pupils success and achievements at our
Annual Prize Giving. Certificates of Personal Achievement were awarded to many of our
S1-4 pupils and all of S1 received their John Muir Certificates. Several pupils were
awarded trophies and shields for their contribution to the school as well as academic and
sporting achievements. Our outgoing Head Boy and Head Girls gave their much
anticipated speeches and we shared our many memories of the session.
Thank you to the school pipers, drummers and fiddlers for the music, our parent council
for providing the refreshments and everyone else who contributed to making the day a
success
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Prefects

School Captains: George Pickering
Isabella Wiseman
Prefect Team:

Emma MacDonald
Melody Deve

Vice Captains: Callum MacDonald
Amy Gudgeon
Jasmine Brown
Tom Wood

The role of our school captains:
 Overall management of S6 Prefects
 Supervision Rota – plan & monitor
 Represent the school when required.
 Involvement in end of term events at Christmas, Easter & Summer.
 Organise groups for various school events.
 Assemblies – assisting and leading the assembly.
 Involvement in whole school discussion groups when required.
 Lead pupil discussion groups when required.
 Attend regular meetings with Senior Leadership Team.
 Organise and chair Meetings of Prefects.
 Liaise between Senior Leadership Team and Prefects.

The role of our school prefects:
 All prefects are expected to take an active part to ensure that pupils behave in an
acceptable and safe manner in and outwith GHS – during and at the end of the
school day.
 To carry out any assigned supervision duties at interval & lunchtime
 To assist at school events.
 To represent the school if required.
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Welcome

It’s now the start of our third week of the new term and our S1 pupils have settled
in amazingly well. Lots of smiles, smart uniform and great learning taking place.
Great addition to the Gairloch High School family! We welcome Miss Leitch, our
recently appointed Chemistry and General Science teacher, who is also
registration teacher for S1.
Hi, I’m Miss Leitch. I recently moved to the area from
Aberdeen where I taught Chemistry at Hazlehead
Academy for 7 years. I attended High School in Moray
then moved down to St Andrews to attend university where
I gained a Masters Degree in Chemistry. After I graduated,
I spent a year volunteering with youth groups in Moray. I
then went to Aberdeen University where I studied for my
Professional Graduate Diploma in Education. My hobbies
include camping around Scotland, gardening, crafts, music
and various outdoor activities. I have thoroughly enjoyed
my first week and a half at Gairloch High School. The staff
and pupils are all really friendly and there is such a positive
atmosphere around the school

4

GHS Newsletter

September 2019

Parent Council Fundraising Event

Take Away
Pick up from
Multi-Purpose Hall
At 7 pm
Choose from:
Beef, Chicken or Vegetarian Curry
All served with rice, naan bread,
onion bhaji and vegetable pakora
Pre-Order essential with choice of
curry by 30 August 2019 to
dillons237@btinternet.com
Alternatively, order forms
available from Cornerstone, Farm
& Garden or Shop at the Pier
which can be handed into the High
School Office
Payment on the night £8.00
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Parent Council Project

GROW WILD GAIRLOCH community arts project has been busy over the summer
decorating the tipi canvas with wild flower stencils at several community events (see
Grow Wild Gairloch facebook page for more details). The application to Grow Wild
(Kew Gardens/Big Lottery) attracted a grant of £500 to buy a tipi canvas. With support
from Gairloch High School Parent Council the project is promoting wild flowers and
fungi through art, culminating in a 'Tipi Ceilidh' on Saturday 21st September 2-4pm at
Inverewe Gardens. The Ceilidh will showcase local (ASG) school talent.
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Activities in School

S3 physics class are learning about waves and are using single trace oscilloscopes and a
signal generator to find different types of waves

Our S1 SMART classes were out and about for the first time. Mr Gorman took half of
them to build on mountain biking skills, including using our own track. The others
harvested potatoes and have been able to take their hard work home for their families!
SMART is an important part of our school's commitment to both Outdoor Learning and
Learning for Sustainability
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Bronze Duke of Edinburgh

My best part of our expedition was the camping and cooking as I really enjoyed
the food we cooked and also that the weather had cleared up by then. My least
favourite part was having to walk up the steep hill beside the waterfall on day 1
because I was wet and cold. Also the hill never seemed to end. Over all I enjoyed
the experience and I think I will use a lot of the skills that I learnt on DofE in the
future. - Sam
The best part of DofE was probably getting to camp and setting up really enjoyed
the night.
I didn't really enjoy the last part of the walk on day 2 as my feet were hurting a lot.
I learned how to read a map well and contribute and work well with my team. Ellie
I enjoyed seeing all the pretty, decent views and scenery. I didn't really like
packing up in the morning because all the midges were around. It taught me how
to be prepared for emergencies in case anything happened on the trip. – Anna
The highlights of the DofE expedition was setting up camp and eating dinner as a
group. The worst bit was probably walking around the loch because you could see
the end but it didn’t seem to get any closer. I have learnt how to navigate
successfully through the hills and I have learnt how to put a tent up - Katie
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Duke of Edinburgh Awards

Well done to both Liam and Charlotte
who were presented with their Bronze
Duke of Edinburgh certificates on our
last day of term

Updates from Former Pupils
Congratulations to former Gairloch High School Pupils:
Vanessa Gearing – Degree of Bachelor of Music
Isla Mackenzie – Degree of Master of Arts in AccountancyFinance

We’d love to hear from former pupils who’d
like to share their achievement stories and
inspire today’s Gairloch High students

9

GHS Newsletter

September 2019

Music

At Gairloch High School pupils can
choose to learn the following
instruments:
Piping
Whistle
Drums
Strings
For more information please ask at the
school office.

The Assisted Instrument Purchase Scheme enables pupils at Local Education
Authority Schools, who receive lessons as part of the school curriculum to
purchase musical instruments free of VAT
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Financial Assistance

Education Maintenance Allowance
If you are 16 to 19 years old, in a school or college, you may be eligible to receive
financial assistance from an Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA).
EMA is a weekly allowance of £30 per week payable during term time.
To be eligible, your family household income must be less than:



£24,421- for households with 1 dependant child
£26,884 - for households with 2 or more dependant children
See Mrs Murton for more details and apply online.

Free school meals and assistance with clothing
Free school meals and assistance with school clothing can be claimed if you
are receiving any one of a range of benefits.
If you believe you are eligible, please apply online. Students are credited with a
daily allowance, automatically added to their canteen PIN number.
https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/899/schools_-_grants_and_benefits

School Meals

Pay your school meals online






You will need your child's Scottish candidate
number. Please contact your school if you need
a reminder of your child's Scottish candidate
number.
Allow 24 hours for the payment to reach the
pupil's account. Payments made between
4.30pm Friday and 9am Monday will not appear
in the pupil's account until the Tuesday
https://self.highland.gov.uk/service/School_
meal_payments
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Future Events

Please support Elspeth Leigh-Williams (S6)
as she embarks on her first exhibition. You
will be able to view a selection of Elspeth’s
work at the Gale centre.
"I'm

a new artist and this is my first
exhibition. I've been drawing animals all my
life. My art has been inspired by the amazing
Scottish Highlands and their wildlife”

Parents Meet and Greet: 3rd September 6.30- 7.30pm
School Photographs: 6th September 2019
Parent Council Meeting: 10th September 2019 7.00pm
S5/6 Big Questions day: 11th September 2019
In-Service Dates (School closed to pupils_: Monday 16th and Tuesday
17th September 2019
Head Teacher Drop-in: 19th September 2019 5.00 – 6.00pm
S4 Interim Reports-2nd October 2019
Head Teacher Drop-in: 3rd October 2019 5.00pm – 6.00pm
Last Day of Term: 11th October 2019
First Day of Term: 28th October 2019
Gaelic Debate : 5/6th November 2019
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