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       Mr W Chalmet, Head Teacher  

Coming up………. 

It gives me great pleasure to present this newsletter that continues to highlight our 
relentless drive and determination to provide all our pupils with the very best learning 
experience. We appreciate the input from the wider community to support us on that 
mission and hope we can further develop this in the future. Together we can make it 
happen. 

As we are getting closer to the festive period, I would like to warmly invite you to join 
us at our Christmas Assembly on Monday 16th December at 9.30am.  We are very for-
tunate to have Gabriel Kijjambu - Head of a school and community project in rural 
Uganda, as our guest on the day. He will be sharing some of his life experiences. The 
assembly will be led by Stuart Smith - Minister, Gairloch and Dundonnell Church of 
Scotland.There will also be some of our talented pupils playing music and our hospi-
tality pupils will be serving mince pies and coffee/teas after the assembly. Please let 
the office know if you are planning to attend. 

We are very proud of our school and happy to let everyone know about it. 
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Get your perfect Christmas gift for  

only £6.  

 

Calendars are on sale at our school 

office (or posted on request).  

 

All photos taken by our talented 

 pupils. 

 

 All proceeds go to the school fund  

Tickets £5 on sale from Monday 2nd 

December 2019.  Pupils must have a 

signed consent form to purchase a  

ticket. 

Transport Arrangements:  

To the dance: 

Aultbea Hotel Pick up  - 7.00pm 

Poolewe Shop Pick up  - 7.15pm 

Kinlochewe Westerbus - 6.50pm 

After the dance: 

Aultbea Hotel  - 11.30pm 

Poolewe Shop  - 11.15pm 

Kinlochewe Shop (Minibus) - 11.35pm  

 

Parents will need to make own  

transport arrangements for  other loca-

tions 

 



Royal National Mòd 

                   GHS Newsletter                  

 

 

Eòin and Anndra enjoyed success at 
the Royal National Mòd, with both of 
them landing major prizes for traditional 
solo singing. 

Anndra, won the coveted Traditional 
Silver Medal, and the Ann Kelly Mac-
donald memorial trophy for the highest 
aggregate marks on the day. He also 
won a gold medal in the morning’s bible 
reading competition. 

Eòin, lifted the Neil MacLaine Cameron 
trophy for winning the traditional solo 
competition for 16-18 year old fluent 
speakers 

Remembrance Day 

On Monday the 11th November I wore my Grandad’s medal 
down to the cenotaph where we met with other residents of 
the Village and children from the Primary School.  I wore my 
school uniform as a representative of Gairloch High School. I 
laid the wreath for all of the Village and in representation of 
the school, I was honoured to do so and to wear my Gran-
dad’s medal. 
 
After the wreath laying and the service we all went to the hall 
for soup and sandwiches. I helped to set up the hall and to 
pack everything away at the end. 
 
Many thanks to everyone who helped to organise. 
 
Hannah Mclachlan—S4 
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In Modern Studies recently Mr Chalmet and the sen-

iors came in to show S2 the new SMART school 

council system. I was chosen to chair the meeting and 

I led most of the discussions. We talked about wheth-

er politicians care about young people or improve-

ments that everyone could make to fix the school. It 

was a fun experience and I'm glad I got to show the 

class what we got to do. I look forward to taking part 

in discussions and seeing others step into a leader-

ship role.   

 

William MacNeill S2 

SMART School Council 

The S1-S3 boys and girls football teams at-

tended the second leg of the small schools 

football competition at Ullapool in October. 

Both teams had their ups and down with the 

boys finishing 3rd in their group and the girls 

finishing 4th, both teams missed out going 

through to the semi-final as only the top two 

teams progressed  
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The Careers Fair was very well received by all who attended and 

the impact of the event is already being realised with pupils com-

ing and asking staff for more information about specific industries 

as well as getting in touch with some of the exhibitors who attend-

ed to find out more about the opportunities on offer in their organi-

sations. This was an example of a positive partnership between 

Gairloch High School and DYW West Highlands  
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Congratulations to Fraser Frost 
S2 whose “squaring up” work-
sheet was completed to an excel-
lent standard.  S2 are using this 
technique in class to complete a 
Chuck Close inspired self -
portrait. 

S1 enjoyed some Halloween crafts to help 
them get into the season. Isla, Natasha, 
Mia and Leona were first to complete the 
skeleton challenge. Class work was dis-
played around the school. 

Excellent art work on display in 

school  by our S3’s. 

 

Scott Dalzell—S3 
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 On the 4th of November, the S3 English class visited the Russian 
Arctic Convoy Museum in Aultbea. We were given question 
sheets and went around the museum looking for the answers. 
This was a really good way of finding out about all the different 
things that happened with the Arctic Convoys during WW2, and 
we found out loads of facts. After this we looked at different local 
people’s accounts of life during this time and chose one to write 
about. It was really interesting to find out what life was like in this 
area during the war and what affects this had on the children and 
their everyday lives. We all really enjoyed visiting the museum 
and it was very informative. Thank you to the people who work 
there, and Ms Somers, for organising the trip.  
 
Leanne and Isla S3 
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Summer and Alana (S4/N4) planned and then led an experiment on the staining of DNA in di-
viding cells in Garlic Root Tips. This experiment was to show the process of Mitosis or Cell Divi-
sion. The procedure is tricky and they prepared a clear method and shared it with their class-
mates who worked with them to obtain some stunning images of dividing cells. The first image 
is worthy of a textbook as almost all stages of cell division are shown in one picture. The first 
time I've ever seen this. Well done S4 and in particular Alana and Summer.  

 

 

Hospitality 18th November 

Our S3 Hospitality elective group getting their pizza’s ready. Very tasty. Great teamwork 

from the class. Many thanks to Julie Brady helping out as parent volunteer. Much appreciat-

ed  
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Twelve pupils from Gairloch High School at-
tended and five from Ullapool High School.  
Mr Alasdair MacDonald of Dundonnell Estate 
brought an additional trap for throwing clay 
targets.  
 
Our instructors Mr Donald Muir (BASC) and 
Mr Ronnie Buchan (Gairloch Estate), got the 
day off to a good start with a comprehensive 
safety talk on clay shooting and a demon-
stration of the workings of a shotgun. Pupils 
took turns to have five shots as an introduc-
tion and to settle nerves, then there was a 
round of ten practice shots, lunch break, fol-
lowed by ten shots which were scored for in-
ter house credit points and at the end of the 
day a further four shots each at pairs of tar-
gets was a final treat.   The weather was very 
mixed with sharp showers and the wind 
proved to make the targets challenging but 
everyone, pun intended, gave it their best 
shot.  Thanks to Gairloch Estate, Dundonnell 
Estate and BASC (British Association of 
Shooting and Conservation) for their support 
with this event. 
 
Clay pigeon shooting was a fun experience 
and I'd definitely do it again. I liked connect-
ing with pupils from  a different school be-
cause it added a competitive element to the 
day. It was interesting learning the ins and 
outs of shooting, such as learning not to aim, 
but to point at the target. The conditions did-
n't make it too easy due to wind and rain but 
it was an incredible day out and I'm very 
thankful to the school and BASC for organis-
ing the event. 
Quinlan Cummisky (S6) 
 

 
I had a great day. The instructors meant I felt 
safe handling something as potentially dan-
gerous as a shotgun with their safety briefing 
and close attention to what we were doing at 
all times. The fact I hit so few didn't make it 
any less fun. I would love to do it again next 
year. Thank you to everyone involved. 
Elspeth Leigh Williams (S6) 
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An Deasbad Nàiseanta Ghàdhlig / The National Gaelic Debate  

Ghabh an Deasbad Nàiseanta Ghàidhlig àite ann an Steòrna-
bhagh air 5mh agus 6mh den t-Samhain. Airson a’ chiad turas, 
bha cothrom againn da sgioba a thoirt ann - Ruaraidh MacAlasdair 
(S4) is Anndra Cuimeanach (S2) agus Shonagh NicCoinnich is 
Amber Crawford (an dithis ann an S3). Ghabh gach sgioba pàirt 
ann an dà dheasbad. Ged nach d’ fhuair iad chun nan cuairtean 
deireannach, ‘s iomadh rud a dh’ionnsaich iad.  
 
The National Gaelic Debate took place in Stornoway on the 5th 
and 6th of November. For the first time, we were able to take two 
teams - Ruaraidh Alexander (S4) & Anndra Cumming (S2) and 
Shonagh MacKenzie & Amber Crawford (both S3). Each team took 
part in two debates. Although they didn’t qualify for the finals, they 
gained a lot of experience.  

Anndra 

Uile gu lèir chòrd an dà latha rinn gu leir is dh’ionnsaich sinn tòrr 
sgilean ùra, mar eisimpleir a bhith a’ bruidhinn air beulaibh dhaoine 
is a bhith eòlach gu leòr airson coimhead suas is a bhith a’ 
cleachdadh ar làmhan is ar guthan nuair a bha sinn a’ toirt seachad 
òraidean. Dh’ionnsaich sinn às dèidh tro bhith a’ gabhail pàirt sa 
chiad deasbad cò ris a bha e a’ faireachdainn agus ciamar a bha a 
h-uile rud ag obair. Ma bhios sinn ann an ath thuras feumaidh mi a 
bhith beagan nas deiseil airson na ceistean aig na daoine eile a 
fhreagairt. Ach uile gu leir ‘s e fior chothrom math a bha seo.   
 

All in all we had two great days and learned a lot of new skills, for example talking in front of people and 
knowing what to say well enough to look up and use our hands and project our voices when we were 
giving speeches. We learned from taking part in the first debate about how it felt and how it all worked. If 
we are there next year, I need to be a bit more ready to answer the questions of the others. But I really 
enjoyed the experience. 

Amber 

Rinn sinn tòrr rannsachadh agus ullachadh airson an deasbad. ‘S e na deasbadan aig Shonagh ‘s mi 
fhein “Cha bhi chaoidh an aon tarraing ann an spòrs bhoireannach ‘s a th’ ann an spors 
fireannach” (bha sinne an aghaidh sin) agus “Bu chòir dhuinn na seann òrain dhorainneach a thilgeil as 
gus ìomhaigh ùr, mhisneachail a thoirt dhuinn fhèin mar Ghàidheil”. Cha robh tòrr dhaoine aig an deas-
bad, dìreach na sgoilearan eile ‘s na tidsearan aca. Bha a’ chiad deasbad againn aig leth uair an dèidh 
sia Dimàirt, an aghaidh Àrd Sgoil Sheumais Ghillespie, bha iad air an t-siathamh bliadhna. Rinn sinn 
ceart gu leòr, ‘s e na ceistean am pairt as cruaidhe. Bha an dàrna deasbad an ath mhadainn, aig leth 
uair as dèidh deich. Bha sinn an aghaidh Phort Rìgh, bha iadsan cuideachd air an t-siathamh bliadhna. 
Rinn sinn beagan nas fheàrr anns an dàrna deasbad, bha barrachd misneachd againn, ach a-rithist, 
bha na ceistean doirbh. Cha do rinn sinn uabhasach math ach ‘s e a’ chiad fharpais cheart a bh’ againn 
agus, aig deireadh an latha, tha mi a’ smaoineachadh gun e cothrom uabhasach math a bh’ ann airson 
ar Gaidhlig a chleachdadh a-mach as an sgoil. 
 

We did a lot of research and practise for the debate. Mine and Shonagh’s debates were “Female sports 
will never have the same appeal as men’s” (which we were against), also “The Gaels should forget the 
old, boring songs and get a new and confident image”. There wasn’t a lot of people at the debate, just 
the other pupils and teachers from the other schools. We had one of our debates at half past six on 
Tuesday, against James Gillespie High School, they were in sixth year. We did alright, the questions 
were the most difficult part. Our second debate was the next morning, at half past ten. We were against 
Portree, they were also sixth years. We did a little better in the second debate than we did in our first 
debate, we were more confident, but again, the questions weren’t easy. We didn’t do too well but it was 
out first ever competition, and at the end of the day, I think that it was a very good experience for us to 
use our Gaelic outwith school. 
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Christmas Fayre on the Square 

Wednesday 11th December  

4pm - 8pm 

Gairloch Community Centre 

 

Brought to you by 

Gairloch High School Parent Council 

Christmas Entertainment 

for all the family 

 

Luxury  hamper  raffle 

Gairloch & District Pipe 

Band 

Local crafts,  food & drink, 

live music and lots more! 

Future Events 
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Tuesday 10th December S5/S6 Parents Night 

Wednesday 11th December—Fayre on the Square 

Friday 13th December—School Christmas Dance (7pm) 

Monday 16th December—Christmas Assembly - 9.30am  

Wednesday 18th December—Climate Awareness Event 

 

Term Finishes Friday 20th December at 1.10pm  

 


