
Achtercairn 

Gairloch 

Wester Ross, 

IV21 2BP 

(01445) 
712275 

 

 

GAIRLOCH HIGH SCHOOL 

ÀRD-SGOIL GHEARRLOCH 

NEWSLETTER Date:  FEBRUARY 2020 

 
 

 

A
m

b
it

io
n
 

 
 

 
 

 
B
e
li

e
f 

 
  

  
 

 
 C

a
re

 

  
 

 
  

D
e
v
e
lo

p
m

e
n
t 
  

 
 

 E
d
u
c
a
ti

o
n
  

 
 

F
u
tu

re
 

 
 

 

       Mr W Chalmet, Head Teacher  

The last six weeks seem to have whizzed by and we are at the mid-term break 

already.  Senior pupils have now completed their prelims and received their 

marks. With only eight school weeks left to the start of the SQA exam diet, it is 

now important to encourage parent/carers to support our pupils in studying reg-

ularly up until their exams start and throughout these. Our teachers are always 

ready to support with any questions pupils have and guide them further in their 

learning. Needless to say that school attendance is vitally important to succeed. 

In preparation of next academic year, we have been working hard on our re-

viewed curriculum framework. I would like to thank our staff for their pro-active 

input to this review and ensure our pupils continue to receive an ambitious and 

quality education at Gairloch High School. We will continue our outstanding 

track record of successful learner pathways that supports all pupils into a posi-

tive and sustained destination whether that is higher education, further educa-

tion or a job. I would also like to thank the parent council and wider community 

for their continued support of the school and to all parents who attended the 

curriculum information sessions held last week. We are aiming to have the 

course choices forms out by the end of February. 

Have a good mid-term break and enjoy reading this newsletter full of activities 
reflecting the true ethos of a fantastic school. 
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Drama Award—Chloe MacLeod(S2) for working exceptionally hard to develop her 

confidence and successfully sustaining a character throughout a performance.   

January’s Art pin is awarded to 

Mäité Chalmet for sustained effort 

in class, endeavouring to produce 

her best all at all times. Mäité’s 

most recent work is this land-

scape painting.   

Pupils were learning different 

painting techniques and experi-

menting with these through the  

production of a landscape art-

work.  

Some fantastic homework assignments submitted this month, here are just a few! 

Mäité  S3 

Isla  - S1 

Mia—S1 

Roban  S2 

Anndra  - S2 

Alastair  C — S2 

Sarah  - S2 



Learner  Participation Event  
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We are the Young Leaders of Learning and our task is to take inspiration from other schools 
and think about how to improve our own. We had a training day in Dingwall where we learnt 
how to be a young leader, it was also a fun chance to meet the leaders of Ullapool because 
they were doing the same programme. In late February we are going to visit Ullapool and 
they are going to visit us. After we’re going to analyse what we learned from Ullapool and 
use it to see what can be done inside our own school. The YLLP is all about teaching the 
qualities of a leader, sharing ideas of every child in Scotland and letting all the young voices 
to be heard. To be a Young Leader you have to have certain skills, the ability to listen and 
take on feedback to improve any issues. First of all, as a young person, you have the right 
to be listened to and taken seriously when decisions are made that affect you. Even more, 
this right is recognised in an international human rights treaty that almost every country in 
the world is signed up to. It’s got a long name: the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child, or the UNCRC for short. The UNCRC is like a list of promises to young people 
to listen to you, keep you safe, look after you and treat you fairly. In Scotland, the law says 
that at school you have the right to be: included, listened to and involved in decisions made 
about the support you need to get the most out of your education. Pupil Participation en-
sures that this right is respected. 

 “Children should be seen, and Not heard!” is in the past and YLLP shows that by getting 

the IMPORTANT input of every child listened to and thought about. 

 William MacNeill (S2), Imogen Fidler-Moore (S2) and Mia Davies (S1) 
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We had 2 weeks to build and program our robot which we named Tyrone.  Each of us built a 
structure to enable the robot to complete missions (for example we built a crane that the robot 
was to move).  By the time we had finished  we had to go to Fort William with an un-
programmed robot.  We had to wake up and get on the bus at 6 in the morning and a journey of 
3 and a half hours.   Luckily when we got there  another school let us borrow their macbook be-
cause the chromebooks don't work with lego mindstorms  software. 
 
We managed to program 4 missions but we programed one wrong so we accidentally did five 
missions when it came to the prize giving we got the judges award for the best comeback.  We 
each got a certificate and a medal   - Farran MacKenzie  (S2) 
 
 
 
Mr Chalmet had been sent some information regarding the First Lego League competition 
which was to take place on Friday 17th January in Fort William.  We were up for a chal-
lenge and put together a team.  With very little time and vague instructions we were to build a 
Lego robot and then using coding/programming it should accomplish missions 

We apprehensively set off for the competition.....we had managed to build the robot but not yet 
mastered the coding.  With a bit of guidance at the event we were able to do quite well and 
came home with the 'Judges Award’ Trophy, medals and certificates.  We are also able to keep 
the Lego equipment for the school  - Roban McKenzie  (S2) 

 



Kiva 
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Do you recognise these young faces? Back in S2, some of our current S6 pupils held events 
to raise money for Kiva. The organisation provides micro-loans to people living in developing 
countries, supporting them to make improvements in their own lives. They raised around 
£400. 

In the last 4 years, they've been lending that money out as it's repaid and have now support-
ed 23 different people to the tune of $1,850 - incredible!  

The people they have supported have used money to fund education, make improvements to 
housing, install sanitation and toilets, build businesses and support small-scale farming 
across 11 different countries in Africa, South America, Asia and the Middle East. 

The legacy will continue as we pass the money invested on to another group of pupils to take 
ownership of throughout their school career 

 

YPI Launch 

On 7th January we welcomed representatives from YPI 

Scotland, to launch this year's challenge, supported by 

the Wood Foundation. Our S3 pupils will work in teams 

to select, learn about and present on behalf of a charity 

working to improve lives in our local area. The winning 

team are awarded £3000 for their charity - an incredible 

figure!  

 

Keep an eye on our social media feeds for updates and 

details of the presentations.  

https://www.facebook.com/kiva/?fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBWPk7bhOdD8ppBtR4N7oLihgHpe8cDWfF3I9ZaPfGGEBuLsVPZheYmO37W9kSqp7UJXkzypg5MAaLEjdI_7MinyQF9_p_UP0DJGRfrmHwualE3A9wSP6tu8QSrYTEKx52avhuMBPMuG-7sGw-nRHgKm4gExUxWsu8LeAOUHReGSaw_zVMl6cCCXUQLr5I5YqTV


FilmG 
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FilmG is a Gaelic short film competition, launched in 2008 with the main aim  being to develop 
new talent for BBC ALBA. Over this time it has received more than 700 short films and seen 
many young people begin their careers in Gaelic television broadcasting. The youth competition 
is open to those aged 12-17, both learners and fluent speakers. 
  
There were 75 entries into this year’s youth competition. The prize-giving will be held in Glas-

gow on Friday 14/2 and will be live-streamed. http://filmg.co.uk/en/ 

S2 pupils scripted, acted, filmed and edited A’ Chlach, about the Stone of Destiny. It has been 
nominated for Best Film, meaning it is one of the four best films. The prize is £1000 for film 
making equipment.   http://filmg.co.uk/en/films/2055/  
 
S3-5 pupils scripted, acted, filmed and edited Beul na h-Oidhche. This has been shortlisted for 
the other big prize - entry into an international film competition including a trip to Ita-
ly.  http://filmg.co.uk/en/films/2053/  
 
Anndra Cumming (S2) made a documentary in the summer – Siubhal gu Sear, a mountain 
bike trip from the west coast to the east coast of Scotland in a day. It has been shortlisted 
for Best Documentary and Best Gaelic. Both awards have a £500 prize.http://filmg.co.uk/en/
films/1986/  

http://filmg.co.uk/en/
http://filmg.co.uk/en/films/2055/
http://filmg.co.uk/en/films/2053/
http://filmg.co.uk/en/films/1986/
http://filmg.co.uk/en/films/1986/
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1 out of 3 people in the world don’t have access to a clean and 

safe place to go to the toilet.  This can cause people to die from 

diseases, snake bites, and animal attacks and also from bad 

people attacking them, especially at night. 

Toilet Twinning is a charity that raises money to build toilets in 

villages across poor countries in the world.  It cost £60 to build 

a toilet for a family.  Anyone who donates £60 to the charity 

gets a certificate to put up in their toilet—allowing them to twin 

their loo with one in a poor country. 

I have been raising money for Toilet Twinning over the last 

year by selling my baking and jam.  I have raised £816.88     - 

Iain Miles   (S1) 

 

 

I decided to do some fundraising for Pancreatic Cancer when my Great Aunt was diagnosed 

with this. I wanted people to be aware of how horrible this disease is and the symptoms for this 

as the symptoms aren't commonly known and it's a really nasty disease. I spoke to my Aunt 

and told her what I was doing and she was so proud of me. About 5-7 days before the event I 

got told that a very precious person is now in a safe place called heaven and is my angel. So I 

continued this and did it in her memory and I hope with the money that I have raised that I will 

be able to help someone else get an early diagnosis and beat it. I decided to bake cupcakes 

on Wednesday and wear purple on Friday as the bow is purple for pancreatic cancer.  I have 

raised £100.00 -  Imogen Fidler-Moore  (S2) 

https://www.pancreaticcancer.org.uk/  

https://www.toilettwinning.org/  

https://www.pancreaticcancer.org.uk/
https://www.toilettwinning.org/
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S1 pupils have been using our indoor climbing wall as 

part of SMART and have been working on their 

NICAS Climbing award Level 1 . 

Climbing in school is an opportunity to try new things 

because some people haven't done climbing and I en-

joyed it because I didn’t go climbing as much and now 

I go climbing at the leisure centre because of the 

climbing at school. Everyone seems to be enjoying 

themselves and having fun.   -  Jamie  Ritchie  S1 

This term S1 had five sessions on the climbing wall 

led by Mr Gorman and Mrs Bulmer. We learnt how to 

tie climbing knots like the figure of eight, and how to 

belay when you hold the rope to support your climbing 

partner as they head up the wall. I think that climb-

ing has been a great experience, I really enjoyed it 

and have learnt a lot, especially how to look out for my 

partner and work as a team   - Coll MacKenzie  S1  

During these last Fridays, some of S1 
have been learning how to cook hy-
gienically with Miss Smith and Miss 
Leitch for SMART. The pupils taking 
part are Isaac, Coll, Finley, Iain, Isla, 
Jamie and me, Mia. 
 
We have all learnt to cook great 
healthy and simple food, with a side 
of fun, highland folk music and salad 
dressing! In the first week we learnt 
how to cook hot, hot spicy wedges! 
Today we have made AMAZING to-
mato pasta! We can’t wait to learn 
more great recipes! SMART is a 
great way to add your ideas and fla-
vours, for instance, because I have a 
lot of Portuguese ancestry, I love 
adding loads of spice and exotic fla-
vour to my food, and instead of a 
“No.” I got loads of “Yes, that sounds 
nice.” instead.   -   Mia Davies  S1 

Photographer—Mia Davies—S1 



Religious and Moral Education 
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Our pupils in the lower school have been busy in lots of dif-
ferent ways to learn about religious and moral issues in their 
RME lessons. We have been very grateful for the input from 
our local chaplains, Stuart Smith, Colin MacLeod and Susan 
MacLean.  Stuart supported pupils in S3 exploring the issues 
surrounding religion and science and Susan shared activities 
to celebrate the story of Christmas. Colin made time to en-
gage with pupils in S2 where pupils learned about the main 
religions in the world and discussed their differences and 
more importantly, their similarities and positive messages.  
 
From further afield, we welcomed Mr Bowland from Glasgow, 
who is a representative of the Humanist Society of Scotland 
and we learned more about the thoughts of Humanists. 
 
In class, we have learned about the different ways in which 
people from all backgrounds explain the beginning of things. 
Many of these creation stories remind people of their moral 
obligations or teach people to respect their environment.   
This has led pupils in S1 to learn more about the creation 
story of the bible by re-telling the story in their own presenta-
tions.  
S2 were very engaged in producing presentations which re-
told the creation stories of other cultures, from the Maori peo-
ple in New Zealand, to the Inuit people of the North pole re-
gions. Pupils were extremely creative and produced excel-
lent slide shows  and animation videos of the creation sto-
ries.  



Parent Council  -  Courtyard  Friday 
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Following an appeal in the Gairloch & District Times for donations to purchase essential 
equipment for the Hospitality Department, we have been overwhelmed by the generosity of 
our community. We are pleased to say that we have already managed to purchase some of 
the equipment needed, thank you to Gary and Wendy Watson from Farm & Garden for sourc-
ing everything for us. Thanks are also due to Duncan and Gina at Gairloch Estate, D Malone, 
B. Hudson, F. House, A & J Higham, Mr and Mrs MacIver and many others.  Final thanks 
must go to a former pupil Tommy Marshall who not only sent a generous donation but a cov-
ering letter to inspire future generations of “aspiring Gordon Ramsay type chefs”. He began 
his journey into cooking at Gairloch High School and is now a head chef on a super yacht sail-
ing the world, proving opportunities are endless as Tommy puts it “ work hard, stick at it and 
use your love and passion for food to travel the world, there is no better feeling!”    

Parent Council  -  Hospitality Donations 

 A HUGE thank you to all who gave their 

time on Friday 31st January, we had 3 

community volunteers from Good for 

Ewe who did an epic job most of the day 

and with a  boost in numbers at 

lunchtime from half a dozen parents we 

managed to transform a whole court-

yard. The parent council were delighted 

with the results and encourage every-

one to go have a look. Our next Court-

yard Friday for folk who couldn't make it 

this time is Friday 21st February, all help 

welcome, even half an hour can make a 

difference, see you there!  
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GHS Bring and Buy Sale  

 

Saturday 6th March  

10 am - 2pm  

Gairloch Community Hall  

 

Bric a Brac stalls, refreshments, raffle, games and much more.  

 

Admission - refreshments included 

Adult = £ 2.50 

Child £ 1.00 

Under 4 Free 

 

The school will gratefully receive any donations of bric a brac goods and raffle 
prizes the week commencing  

Monday 24th Feb.  

 

All money raised from this event will support the S1 Cairngorm Trip and the School Fund. 
 

 

We have a large quantity of lost property 

waiting to be claimed, including North Face 

jacket, Puma jacket, Firetrap jacket, Adidas 

sweatshirt, diesel T-shirt, lots of school uni-

form items, PE kits, a kilt pin and a small 

amount of jewellery.   

Please claim these items as soon as possible 

or they will be donated to the Bring & Buy 

Sale on Saturday 7th March. 
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February Holidays Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th February 

In-Service  - Wednesday 19th February 

Courtyard Clearance—Friday 21st February 

S4/5/6  Full Reports  - Monday 24th February 

S1 Bring and Buy Sale  - Saturday 7th March 

YPI Final  - Wednesday 11th March 

Loch Eil Trip   - w/c Monday 16th March  

SMART Beach Clean— Friday 20th March  

S2 Parents Evening  - Wednesday 25th March 

 

 

Save the Date—  S1 SMART Beach Clean—20th March 9.00am 


