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       Mr W Chalmet, Head Teacher  

Dear Parents/Carers 

Last week in particular I felt privileged and humble to be the Head 

Teacher of Gairloch High School and serve our community. What 

I experienced was so overwhelming and heart warming that I find 

it difficult to find the right words to express my gratitude.  

The Parent Council Christmas Fayre was exceptional in bringing 

the wider community together with the interaction with pupils, par-

ents, community members displaying the connected and close 

knit community we are. An excellent school at the heart of a great 

community.  

On Friday 13th December I witnessed the true ethos and life of 

the school at the Christmas dance. A strong S6 team supported 

and empowered by Mrs Hildrey and Mr Caddell did a fantastic 

job. Great to see nearly all pupils and many staff enjoying a great 

evening.  

My thanks goes out to all our staff for their continuous contribu-

tions in many different ways and provide our pupils with excep-

tional learning experiences. 

All that is left for me to say is that I wish you and your family and 

all within our community a very Happy and Peaceful New Year. 

 

Gun robh Bliadhna Mhath Ùr shona, shìtheil agaibh uile  
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November’s Art Pin will be awarded to Laura 
Nieto S2. She has consistently produced work 
to the best of her ability this month and has 
been exemplary in class.  Her self-portrait both 
class and homework assignment has stood out 
from all others.   

GeoScience 

William MacNeill was awarded the music badge 

for November for his positive attitude in music 

and his willingness to accept new challenges  

Investigating how geoscientists can help deal with pollution.  

S1 were seeing that water polluted from coal mines can be 

neutralised by adding calcium carbonate—simple solutions 

to difficult problems! 

 

Also learning about how steel slag is a problem and a solu-

tion to environmental issues. 

 

Thank you to Dr John MacDonald of  University of Glasgow  
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S1 SMART pupils have been doing healthy cooking, 

potato wedges and tomato and vegetable pasta.  

Great show of  existing and new skills 

S1 SMART pupils are con-

stantly developing new skills 
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The highlight of the pupil calendar, the Christmas Dance, was held on Friday 13th December 

in the Gairloch Community Hall. 

Organised by our S6 Senior Prefects, the theme for this year was ‘Starry Night Fever’.  The 

pupils created various bespoke decorations with the support from Ms McKenna and arranged 

all aspects of the night including catering (courtesy of The Gairloch Hotel) and the services of 

a professional photographer, Soren Fidler-Moore. 

The music was provided once again by the excellent Recovery Dance Band.  Thanks must 

go to Mrs MacDonald and Bruce Alexander for once again supporting this event and putting 

up with Mr Caddell on the drums! 

During the half-time internal, music was provided  by our senior school band who dazzled  us 
with their creative talents, delivering a short repertoire of tracks much to the delight of the 
crowd.  Well done to Maisie, Matthew, Eòin, Kienán and Adam along with Callum a.k.a 
Spade, who managed rehearsals and Jody who mastered the lighting desk in record time. 

As we would expect, pupil behaviour was exceptional once again and was noted by both 

GHS staff and our Police Scotland representatives who supported us in making sure every-

one was safe and enjoying themselves at all times. 

Thank you to all staff who gave up their Friday evening to support the evening, the Commu-

nity Hall Committee for allowing us to use the venue and also to Gairloch Garage who pro-

vided the annual bus home for our Poolewe/Aultbea pupils. 

And one final thank you needs to go to Mrs Hildrey who, once again, surpassed herself by 

getting the pupils up to speed with all the dances in the run-up to the event. 

We are already looking forward to the next one! 

 

To see all the photos of the evening go to https://www.flickr.com/photos/gairlochhigh/  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/gairlochhigh/
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The Christmas Fayre was held on 11th December with a wide range of stalls, live music 

and great food. Not only did it get us into the Christmas spirit but it was a huge success 

raising just shy of £840 which will be used to give additional support to the school. The 

raffle alone raised £366 showing that the time spent collecting donations for the ham-

pers was worth it, so thanks to everyone for your contributions. Thanks also to Mr 

Caddell, who despite an already hectic schedule pulled together the entertainment for 

the evening, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all. To Miss Smith for capturing the event 

in photos. And final thanks must go to the team of volunteers, parents and pupils who 

made the event possible.  
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On Monday 16th December, we welcomed Stuart Smith and his friend, 

Gabriel Kijjumbu, all the way from the Luwero project in Uganda to talk to 

the school at our Christmas Assembly. Gabriel told us all about his Com-

munity projects organisation and took our pupils through 'A day in the life' 

presentation all about a student's experience in their community. I think 

our pupils got a shock when they found out the students get up at 5am. 

Thank you to both for attending this event. 

In addition to our presentation, some of our exceptionally talented pupils 

performed in front of the pupils and guests. Well done to Daisy, Elspeth, 

Emily and Eòin for entertaining the audience with some beauti-

ful renditions! 

Mr Chalmet used the opportunity to discuss the theme of the assembly, 

Community, and how we can all do our bit, an ethos that is core to the 

vision and values of Gairloch High School. 

The assembly concluded with tea/coffee and mince pies made by and 

served by, our S3 Hospitality pupils. Thank you to Julie Brady who sup-

ported the pupils and made sure that the food was of a very high stand-

ard. 

Thank you to all our parents/carers who came to the event along with 

Miss Nicky Grant, Interim Head of Education, Mr Don Esson, Quality Im-

provement Manager and Mrs Anne MacPherson, Workforce Planning & 

Staffing Manager 
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Term Starts Monday 6th January 

S5/S6 Parents Evening Tuesday 7th January  (rescheduled) 

Prelims Monday 13th January —  Friday 24th January    

HPV Vaccinations  -  Monday 27th January 

February Holidays Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th February 

In service  - Wednesday 19th February 

S3 Full Reports—24th January 

S4 Full Reports—10th February  

 

On Wednesday 11th December we 

donned our Christmas jumpers and en-

joyed a delicious Christmas lunch.  

Starting to feel very festive! 

 

Many thanks to our fantastic canteen 

staff. 


