
Achtercairn 

Gairloch 

Wester Ross, 

IV21 
2BP 

(01445) 

GAIRLOCH HIGH SCHOOL 

ÀRD-SGOIL GHEARRLOCH 

NEWSLETTER Date:  March 2020 

 
 

 

A
m

b
it

io
n
 

 
 

 
 

 
B
e
li

e
f 

 
  

  
 

 
 C

a
re

 

  
 

 
  

D
e
v
e
lo

p
m

e
n
t 
  

 

 
 E

d
u
c
a
ti

o
n
  

 
 

F
u
tu

re
 

       Mr W Chalmet, Head Teacher  

 

Coming up……... 

I am delighted to present yet another newsletter packed with an overview of 
great learning experiences for our pupils. 

 

We just want all pupils, parents, carers and staff to know we are thinking of 
the challenging times ahead. This is a very difficult time for all of us and we 
endeavour to do all we can to support you. 

 

I already look forward to the moment our pupils are back in school and us 
preparing our next newsletter with lots of smiley faces on the photos. 

 

Stay safe and stay connected. 

 

Take care 



Film G Awards 
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Anndra's done the double and come 
away from the @FilmGAlba  awards 
with prizes for Best Documentary 
and the Gaelic Prize for Fluent 
Speakers. 

Tha thu sgoinneil, Anndra!  

Inverness Music Festival 

At the recent Inverness Music Festival Anndra Cumming  was awarded  first 

place for his accordion performance.  Leona Clarke also played very well with 

her solo fiddle performance, as did C for Craic within the groups category. 

Former Pupil  

Former pupil Roddy MacRae was in school on 

Friday, talking about his apprenticeship at Atos, 

where he works in software development and 

programming. Thank you for sharing your expe-

riences and expertise Roddy  
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Fèis Rois—Pupils taking part  in a cre-

ative writing course as part of  a new 

Highland wide multi art form project 

Geography Fieldwork 

A group of pupils from S4 headed to the Aviemore area 

to conduct fieldwork for their assignment.  Each pupil 

had their own project including soils, rivers, tourism and 

population.   

Deepest snow they’ve ever seen  and Miss Smith  was 

pool champion!!  



Careers Event 
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Over 26 employers representing some of our 
key regional and local sectors converged on 
Ullapool High School yesterday(26

th
 February) 

as part of the Wester Ross Career Fair, attract-
ed by the opportunity of an audience with over 
120 talented senior phase students from Gair-
loch and Ullapool High Schools.  The event 
was the result of a collaboration between the 
two prominent Wester Ross High Schools and 
DYW West Highland and built upon the earlier 
‘inspirational career/STEM event for S1-S3 stu-
dents in November. 

 

‘Talent is nothing without Opportunity’ and the event, orchestrated by Anne Hunter from Ullapool 
High School, provided a whole day for ‘Talent’ and ‘Opportunity’ to mix in an enjoyable and pro-
ductive atmosphere, including practical team building exercises ahead of the employer engage-
ments to highlight the employability skills, qualities and attributes every employer would be look-
ing for. Despite the unfavourable weather conditions, many employers stayed on until the early 
evening to provide an opportunity for all other students, parents and the wider interested commu-
nity to take advantage of this valuable knowledge-sharing event. 
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It was very wet and muddy underfoot for the 30 
pupils (S1-4) who turned out for the school cross 

Congratulations to: S1-3 boys 1st - Anndra Cum-
ming (S2) 2nd - Roban McKenzie (S2) 3rd - Lew-
is Hildrey (S3) 
S1-3 girls 1st - Helen Urquhart (S3) 2nd Izzy 
MacDonald (S3) 3rd - Maite Chalmet (S3). 
S4 1st boy - Grant Walton 2nd - Luke Elder.  S4 
1st girl - Ellie Watson 2nd - Anna Maclennan. 
Very well done to all of the other runners too who 
may not have come in the top 3 but had their 
own targets to achieve and worked extremely 
hard!  
 
Some of these pupils will be out again on Tues 
10th March to compete in the Ross Shire 
schools cross country event in Ullapool. 
 
Thanks must also go to Mr Cumming and the 
marshalls who were well equipped for the weath-
er - Corey, Sam and Zeke! 
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Friday 21st February - 

Thank you SO much to our pupil, 

parent and community volunteers 

who did a fantastic job today clear-

ing and tidying the courtyard  

In our key skills class, we had the 
task of organising an event to devel-
op our skills. Our group decided that 
we wanted to make a quiz for the Pri-
mary School pupils. We worked with 
the Primary School Pupil Council. 
When organising this quiz we had to 
find a main person of contact in the 
Primary School, plan the quiz, set a 
date, organise prizes, work out what 
year groups we would be working 
with and also organise a place to pre-
sent it. Our quiz was planned to be 
presented around Christmas time 
however it had to be postponed, 
meaning that we had to work out a 
new date. We presented a quiz for P1
-4 pupils and another quiz for P5-7 
pupils. We enjoyed organising this 
event and everyone looked like they 
were having a good time.  -   
 
Shonagh, Maïté, Ashley and Amber  - 
S3 

Key Skills 
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 A big thank you to all businesses and community members who supported the 
GHS  Bring and Buy sale on Saturday 7th March. It was a wet and wild day but 
after all expenses we managed to raise £1300.  

Thanks once again for your support.   



YPI Final 
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Interview Skills 

 

We've had members of our local busi-

ness community in conducting mock in-

terviews with pupils in S4 and S5. 

These aim to help pupils highlight their 

skills, talk about their strengths and 

identify any weaknesses � Thank you to 

Mike, Cory, Eilidh, Debbie, Graham and 

Angela for conducting these along with 

DYW's Ashley and our own Mr Caddell. 

Well done to all pupils who took part!  

I, along with the rest of my group, Izzy, Isla and Mäitè,     

decided to choose Listen Well Scotland as the charity we 

wanted to represent.  We felt it stood out among all the other charities and had a 

true meaning, dedicated to help people struggling with mental wellbeing or any-

one who just needs to be listened to.  The charity states that “Listening Matters!” 

and there’s always someone here to listen.  It was also very convenient that Lis-

ten Well was going to be working closely with Gairloch High School over the next 

3 years.  This just motivated us more to win the YPI final.  This would help go to-

wards paying for courses and much more for the charity.  We are delighted that 

we managed to win for a charity we truly thought matters.  We hope the £3000 

grant awarded helps Listen Well Scotland to continue to give it’s needed support 

across Scotland.   -  Jay Abdelrhman  -  S3 
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S3 Engineering Science were completing their second week working with Angela Rae 
from RJ MacLeod. They've been solving scenarios and problems associated with the 
building of the Inverness West Link road, applying maths in new contexts and having to 
discuss strategies for solving some complicated issues  

Engineering Science 

 

 

 

Our National 5 and Higher Modern Studies pupils had a great day at the Scottish Parlia-

ment in Edinburgh on Thursday the 12th of March. They enjoyed a tour around the Scot-

tish Parliament and attended an education session with Parliament staff. Our pupils also 

spent some time discussing the effects of social policies with MSPs from various back-

grounds, including Rhoda Grant, Maree Todd and Edward Mountain. These discussions 

were of great benefit to the pupils, as they are completing their Higher Modern Studies 

coursework assignments. The highlight of the morning was our attendance at First Minis-

ters Question Time in the debating chamber. The trip helped our pupils to get a broader 

understanding of the importance of social science in their education, while getting first 

hand experience on how government policies are developed and how MSPs represent 

their constituents.  



CDT class 
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It's been a tough few weeks for the S3 
CDT class as they get their cams sys-
tems perfected. Here's some of the 
progress from this week. They are de-
signing a system to switch on a light 
using a motor, gears and a variety of 
parts.  

 

Mia Davies S1 was the recipient of 
February's art pin.  Sustained effort 
and excellent work, with a mature 
attitude to her studies to date  

Art & Music Awards 

Music Awards: 

 

January  -  Calum Rae  - S3 

February --  Alastair Ritchie  - S2 

March  -  Iona McWhinney  - S2  
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The Friday before the event we made all the refreshments and made different dishes 

just to reheat for the main event on Monday. 

Monday came and we headed to the Gairloch Hotel, we placed our refreshments out on 

platters and the customers loved them!  Whilst we waited for the afternoon lunch to 

come we reheated all the food—putting cheese in the macaroni and warming the soup 

up, etc.  There were about 80 people to serve and of course, a few nerves were running 

through us but we all did so well.  W kept the food in dishes under a hot lamp.  The cus-

tomers were so happy with the amount of information we managed to remember about 

the dishes.  Afterwards, a couple of team members handed out feedback sheets for our 

customers to rate our food and our helpfulness.  We got a good review and everyone 

seemed extremely happy and enjoyed their food  -  Charlotte Brady— S5 

The hospitality event on the 9th March was a huge success, all the pupils pulled togeth-

er to deliver superb food and service.  I was very proud of what they accomplished, well 

done everyone!  Thanks also to Debbie Dillon for coming in on the Friday to assist in 

the preparation  - Julie Brady 



Sport Relief 
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We were able to raise £85.00 for 

Sport Relief by having a dress-

sown day wearing sporty or red 

clothes. 

Photography Competition 


