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       Mr W Chalmet, Head Teacher  

 We are now three weeks back at school and we are enjoying have all pupils and staff 

back. All pupils and staff have been amazing at adapting to all the changes, including 

the recent change of wearing face coverings in school. I have also been very im-

pressed by the level of engagement of pupils in their learning on my daily walks 

through the school. All this truly encompasses the spirit of the Scottish Curriculum for 

Excellence and its four capacities: confident individuals, successful learners, effective 

contributors and responsible citizens. We are truly blessed to have such a great team 

of pupils and staff. Thank you. 

Traditionally the first newsletter after summer holidays includes some information on 

school performance. I am delighted that after a short delay, all our pupils received the 

grades that they deserved and worked so hard for during the year. The perseverance 

and resilience demonstrated by pupils and staff in these challenging times, can only be 

praised and commended. We are now waiting for the updated statistical report howev-

er we are confident that the overall school performance is in-line with expectations and 

continues to build on overall good performance from last year. 

On the staffing front we say goodbye to Ms Velt this term as she will be moving back to 

the Netherlands with her partner. Ms Velt has spent a great part of her teaching career 

at Gairloch High School where she inspired many pupils by sharing her passion for her 

subjects: Modern Studies and History. I am sure you would join me wishing Ms Velt 

and her partner all the best in the next phase of their lives. 

I would like to conclude by thanking all parents/carers and wider community for the 

continued support to the school and hope you enjoying reading our newsletter. 

In good health 
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We’re Back!! 

 

A huge welcome to our new S1 pupils .  We are looking forward to getting to 

know you and supporting you over the next 6 years. 

Our school captains and mentors, who each work with one or two S1 pupils to 

help their transition and answer many questions.   
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Legacy of Kienan 

I want to use the post of Head Boy to be able to help rebuild Gairloch High School back up to 

its former glory and even go beyond the school we had before Covid 19.  I would  stress that 

we all need to work together and care for one another to get through this troubling time. I want 

to be remembered as a positive link between the staff and all of the pupils as the school tran-

sitions from the current  covid situation to a fully integrated functional friendly place to learn. 

I want to show people that it doesn’t matter if you have a learning difficulty, come from a poor 

family, have had past traumas or whatever other situation it might be, you can be anything 

you want to be.  The key message is not to let your past struggles define you.  If you keep 

pushing forward to  achieve your personal goals.  That is my legacy. 

 

Legacy of  Lucy 

By the time I leave in June I’d  be really 

proud  to be part of a lasting legacy for the 

pupil’s voice to be heard not only within the 

school but the wider community too.  Since 

we’re such a small community it’s vital for 

the pupils to engage and listen  with other 

groups in the community and share ideas to 

set the path for our generation to grow as 

young adults in the local area.  I would also 

like to have left everyone feeling involved 

and engaged with even more in the school 

and I hope that I will have a set a good ex-

ample of being dedicated, ambitious, caring 

and fun—along with my peers in the team—

for the next year’s team of heads and the 

rest of the school to come back after the 

summer ready to learn and have fun. 

Legacy of Maisie 

By the end of this school year, I hope that everyone can come to school and feel comfortable 

and happy being there.  I would like to be able to develop the resources available at the school 

to provide the best learning experience possible, especially in what will be an unusual time for 

us all. 

 

Most importantly, I intend to inspire the younger pupils and would like to have the chance to 

have a positive impact on their school lives just as previous head girls and boys have had on 

me. 
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https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/899/schools_-_grants_and_benefits/10/
free_school_meals_and_assistance_with_clothing  

Free School Meals and Clothing Assistance 

Until further notice PE classes will be outside.  To support pupils being able to take part fully, 
we are asking parents/carers to check the weather forecast and on the days your child has 
PE, please encourage appropriate clothing.  Normal PE kit is expected, along with a water 
bottle.   For over kit, warm tops/trousers is required as the weather gets colder.   
We are encouraging pupils to put their names on labels of their kit and any items of clothing. 

 

General Equipment 

Chromebook  - Fully Charged 

Pencils     

Rubber 

Pens 

Scientific Calculator with  a natural display/DAL 

PE Department Checklist 

Appropriate PE Kit 

Warm outer layers 

Water Bottles 

Names on clothing labels 

https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/899/schools_-_grants_and_benefits/10/free_school_meals_and_assistance_with_clothing
https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/899/schools_-_grants_and_benefits/10/free_school_meals_and_assistance_with_clothing
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S1 SMART have had a busy start to 

the term.  They have enjoyed harvest-

ing veggies grown by GALE Communi-

ty Growing over the summer, clearing 

of the bike track, they have started a 

gardening project and started a bike 

maintenance course. 
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Co-fharpais Sgrìobhaidh – Soirbheas 

Mus do dhùin an sgoil sa Mhàrt, ghabh cuid de na 
sgoilearan ann am B2 agus B3 pàirt ann an co-fharpais 
sgrìobhaidh nàiseanta Ghàidhlig. Tha sinn dìreach air 
cluinntinn gu bheil Calum MacCoinnich (B4) air co-
fharpais an luchd-ionnsachaidh a bhuannachadh. Meal 
do naidheachd a Chaluim! 

  

Writing Competition – Success 

Before the school closed in March, some of our second 
and third year pupils took part in a national Gaelic writing 
competition. We have just heard that Calum MacKenzie 
(S4) has won the learners’ competition. Congratulations 
Calum! 
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Friday 4th September is my last day at Gairloch High School, so I 
would like to say a big thank you to all of you for having made my job 
here so enjoyable. It has been great to help support the talents and 
ambitions of each and every pupil over so many years. 

At the end of October I will be moving back to my hometown of Dor-
drecht in the Netherlands. I'm not sure if I will be a teacher over there, 
because no other school will have pupils as fun and enjoyable to 
teach as Gairloch High!  

I will miss you all and wish you all the best!  

    Ms Velt 

Tempest Photography 

Tempest Photography will be in school on Thursday 10th September to 

take individual photographs of pupils. 

Unfortunately due to Covid 19 the photographer will not be able to take 

family or group photos. 
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Invitation to the 
 

Gairloch High School Parent Council 
Virtual A.G.M. and PC meeting 

Tuesday, September 8
th 

2020, 7.00pm 

    https://meet.google.com/yqo-nmdr-ubn 

 

Dear Parent or Guardian, 
 
  
I hope this finds you all well after the lockdown and that the start to the school term has been as 
smooth as possible under the new circumstances. Should you have any concerns or sugges-
tions, the Parent Council is here to help. 
  
The Gairloch Parent Council is an open, transparent, informal, friendly and inclusive Parent 
Council which exists to enhance the children's school experience both educationally and socially. 
  
We usually meet at the beginning of each term to discuss upcoming events and receive an up-
date from our Head Teacher regarding school matters (e.g. the school improvement plan and 
any future issues). We also try to positively effect relevant Highland Council decisions and policy. 
  

What can you do to help: 
  

 attend some or all of our meetings; there is no obligation to take on any office bearing post 

 attend events that are hosted, partly hosted or supported by the parent council 
  
Your involvement at any level you are able and comfortable with is hugely appreciated and will 
directly effect your child's school experience. 
  
 

Get involved - it's worth it! 
 

I really hope you will be able to join us at the A.G.M. and PC Meeting 
 
  
  
Yours faithfully, 
Vanessa Quinn 
Chair Gairloch High School Parent Council 

https://meet.google.com/yqo-nmdr-ubn
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Tuesday 8th September 7.00pm  - Parent Council Virtual A.G.M and PC Meeting 

https://meet.google.com/yqo-nmdr-ubn  

 

Virtual Drop in sessions every Tuesday at 6.30pm 

 (with the exception of the 8th September) 

https://meet.google.com/dhy-sfpo-pbd 

 

Thursday 10th September  - Tempest Photography in school 

Monday 14th & Tuesday 15th September—in service days. 

  School closed to pupils 

 

Just a quick info about harvesting from the raised beds behind the school building.  
Everyone is very welcome to help themselves to harvest produce from an amazing 
growing season.  

Please come out with school hours (after 4pm week days or anytime weekends). If you 
would like a guided session Fiona MacKenzie will be on site most Monday (6:30-
7:30pm) and Wednesday (7-8:30pm) evenings.  

 It will work best if you think of it as an occa-
sional tasty accompaniment to lunch/dinner 
rather than a weekly veg box!  Currently 
there are leeks, turnips, peas, beans, tatties, 
beetroot, carrots, salads, courgettes, herbs, 
spring onions free to pick.  If you would  like 
to return the love please share photos of 
your culinary creativity to ... 

https://www.facebook.com/GALE-
Community-Growing 

Enjoy your harvest—happy munching 

https://meet.google.com/yqo-nmdr-ubn

