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The current pandemic has affected the normal running of schools in many ways. This
Handbook reflects the way the school usually runs but does not cover all of the
changes that we have made because of the pandemic. Our arrangements have
changed in many ways this session, and may well change again, depending on how
the pandemic develops. For the most up-to-date information about any aspect of the
work of the school, please make contact and we will be able to tell you about our
current arrangements. For the latest information about how the pandemic affects
children, young people and families across Scotland, please visit the Scottish
Government website, which has helpful information about Coronavirus and its impact
on education and children.

As you will be aware, there have been changes to the way the Scottish Qualifications
Authority (SQA) is planning to provide certification for young people in the Senior
Phase. School staff are currently working on changes to course content and
approaches to assessment, and all of the relevant details about this will be included in
next sessionds Handbook. iondae lzerdowtd ion tlee, SQA
website ( www.sga.org.uk), which includes a section of advice for candidates and
families
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Gairloch High School
Ard-Sgoil Ghearrloch

Welcome to Gairloch High School.

This handbook is designed to give you and your child as much information as
possible about our School, whether your child is currently in Primary 7, enrolling
from another school or is already in school.

We believe in strong partnerships between pupils, parents, staff, with our
associated schools and with the local community; by building on these
partnerships we strive to offer your child the best learning and teaching possible

in or der to help them exceed their expectations. We have a great sense of pride

in our school and we work hard to maintain a very positive ethos.

Communication therefore is very important to us. We issue regular newsletters,

hold drop -in sessions and have a very active parent council . Our website contains

a wide range of information for pupils and parents, and o ur daily bulletin s
available for all pupils on the Pupil Portal . We also have active social media pages
to share relevant information/events and celeb rate the success of our pupils

We want you to feel part of the Gairloch High community and look forward to
having a very long and happy relationship with you and your child here in Gairloch
High School.

Wim Chalmet

Head Teacher/Ceannard

#WeAreGairlochH igh
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A Message from our School Captains

Gairloch High School has given us a range of exciting opportunities over the past

6 years preparing every pupil for life after school. As well as the wide range of
opportunities we have  been offered, our amazingtea  chers encourage us to do our
best so when we come to leave Gairloch High School we feel inspired and ready

to make our mark on the world!

Gairloch High School is in an extremely remote part of Scotland however this just
gives us even more exciting and dif ferent opportunities! Throughout our time here
we 0 v e be e nleaanbmbre abdoubour community in S1 and S2 SMART through
local walks on the beaches and hills, go on DofE expeditions locally and relate our
knowledge in geography, geology and biology clas ses to our surroundings.

In sixth year senior pupils get the chance to take responsibility in becoming a

prefect and mentor. These opportunities allow senior pupils to finish their school

career off with a high sense of achievement to give something back to our school,

before we move on to a new world that our school has helped us find. However :

these roles donét just come with chores and task
with our peers and develop our communication skills as we work on organising

Christmas activities, fundraisers and much more as the year progresses. This is

very rewarding to be able to help organising events and being able to be a mentor

to a young person. It helps us grow as people.

This year has been very strange for everyone so r eturning to school has given
pupils a slight sense of normality back after a long period in lockdown. As sixth

year students, we were not expecting our last year to consist of mask wearing and

social distancing, but we understand why this has to happen. Ho wever, this year
we are making sure that despite many restrictions, we can do as many of our

usual activities as we can. For example, inter house football is continuing on the

astro (remembering our waterproofs!), the end of year quiz is going virtual and

the kitchen staff will still be working hard to host our annual Christmas lunch. As
expected, organisation is harder than ever this year, but working together as a

team helps us manage challenges with less stress and more success.

School captaingyHildrey, Maisie Baptistkiadn Hewitson
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Whilst the information in this handbook is considered

to be true and correct at the date of publication,
changes in circumstances after the time of publication

may impact on the accuracy of the information.
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School Visionand Values

We are  Ambitious forand Believe in our pupils.
We are a community committed to their
Care, Development, Education and Future

Learning and teaching is our core activity and the provision of an excellent
education will ensure all our pupils, staff, parents and partners have aspirations

for lifelong learning. Ou  r ambitions and beliefs for our pupils are to encourage
them to become successful, confident adults. Regardless of their gender, race,
sexual identity, disability, religious or political beliefs we will care for our pupils in

a positive and supportive en vironment.

School Aims
We will provide a place of education which will:

V create successful learners who are stimulated to think, learn and contribute
to the life of the school and the wider community.

V provide a curriculum of excellence that supports an d enables all pupils to
achieve their full potential.

V enable pupils to develop a knowledge and understanding of the world |
creating citizens who are informed about environmental, cultural and
scientific matters.

V communicate and work in partnership with teachers, pupils, pare nts and
other agencies creating a positive learning environment where everyone
knows their views, talents, skills and opinions are valued and considered.
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Introduction to our school
Within a catchment area of over 400 square miles, the School curr ently draws
approximately 110 pupils from five Associated Primary Schools:

9 Bualnaluib

1 Gairloch (English and G  aidhlig Medium),
1 Kinlochewe
1 Poolewe
1 Shieldaig
Gairloch High School provides a full and comprehensive curriculum for pupils aged

11718 (S1 - S6). Gairloch High School teaches the language of Gaelic (Learners)
and G aidhlig (Medium).

Gairloch High School takes great pride in the positive relationships between staff
and pupils. Many visitors over the years, both official and unofficial, have
remar ked in an objective way about the positive ethos that exists within the
school. The recent HMIe report (October 2017) highlights a key strength as
6young people feeling cared for, saf e, happy
responsibility is contributing to strong and courteous relationships which enhance
school Il i fed

Gairloch High school strive s to raise achievement for all pupils. The school works
closely with pupils, parents and the wider community to ensure that pupils could

gain the qualifications th ey needed to progress beyond school. Increasingly, the
school provides stimulating opportunities for pupils to develop personal skills and
attributes, such as confidence and enterprise.

Particular features of intgludee: school 6s provision

A Aresiden tial week for pupils in S1, which provides an opportunity to promote a
range of important skills, such as personal confidence and working in teams.

A A curriculum in S3/  Senior Phase (S4, S5 and S6) that is sufficiently flexible in
a small school to enable personalisation, choice and progression and supports
learning pathways

A Effective timetabling that enables a very successful programme of outdoor
education and fitness  to be provided for senior pupils.

A Effective curricular and career guidance. Staff providing knowledgeable advice
to assist pupils with applications for work , higher and further education.

A We continually strive to raise attainmentand achievement in its broadest sense
and to give each pupil every opportunity to realise their full pot ential and
prepare them for the world beyond school.

A A combination of small mixed ability classes, a pupil centred approach with
much direct teaching, careful setting of groups as appropriate and efficient use
ofresources ensures alearning environmen twhere awide range of ability levels
can be catered for.

A The size of the school, the environment both natural and created, the support
of the community and the dedication of the staff has enabled the school to
develop and operate a fully comprehensive system of education.
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Placing Requests

Each school serves its own particular catchment area. Pupils whose homes are
located in that area will have priority in being allocated a place in the school.
However, parents have the right to specify the s chool in which they wish to place
their child.  Application must be made to the Area Care and Learning Manager
Don Esson , The Fingal Centre, Viewfield Road, Portree, 1IV15 9ES.

Placing request forms can be obtained from:
http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/878/schools/11/school _enrolment/2
www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/75/school placeme nt_request form

Transportation to and from school, for placing request pupils, is a parental
responsibility.

If pupils live out with the school catchment area and their
parents wish them to attend Gairloch High School, they can
contact the school offic e (01445 712275) to arrange a visit with

a member of Senior Leadership . Parents of children with
additional support needs, (including those that have
Coordinated Support Plans) can make placing requests to any
school in Scotland including schools outside of the local
authority area they live in. All appeals about placing requests

to special schools will be referred to the Additional Support
Needs Tribunal.
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Senior Leadership Team

Name

Job Title

Subject

Mr W Chalmet
Mr S Caddell

Head Teacher

Depute Head Teacher

Physical Education

Business and Computing

Extended Leadership Team

Name

Job Title

Subject

Mrs C Bulmer

Mrs D Hildrey

Miss K MacAllister

Principal Teacher Support for Learning

Principal Teacher
Creativ e
Principal Teacher Languages

Health, Wellbeing &

SfL, Outdoor Education

Physical Education

Modern Languages

Mrs E MacRae Principal Teacher Science Physics, Science, RME
Mrs L Whall Principal Teacher Maths , Technology & Maths
Geography
Mrs H Leonard Principal Teacher Pupil  Support Drama
Teaching Staff
Name Subject
Ms R Leitch Chemistry and Science
Dr M J Close Biology and Science
Mr A Gorman Craft, Design, Technology
Mrs E Caddell English 0.4 FTE
Miss E Smith Geography and Geology
Mrs B Somers English 0.4 FTE
Mr | Cumming Gaelic/Gaidhlig
Mrs G McKenna Art & Design  0.5FTE
Mrs T MacDonald Music 0.8 FTE
Mrs R Sutherland Strings Instructor
Mr S Murray Piping Instructor
Mr D MaclIntosh Drumming Instructor
Non - Teaching Support Staff
Name Job Title
Mr J Briscoe Facilities Assistant
Mrs D Perris Admin Assistant 0. 8 FTE
Mrs J McKenzie Clerical Assistant 0. 7 FTE
Mrs F MacKenzie Science Technician/  Admin /Clerical Assistant
Mrs A Fraser Pupil Support Assistant
Mrs J Linley Pupil Support Assistant
Mrs L Cairney Pupil Support Assistant
Mrs A MacKenzie Pupil Support Assistant
Mrs E MacLean School Catering Head
Mrs F MacKintosh Active Schoolsé Coordinator
Mrs C Conniff Children6s Support Worker (PEF Fundin
Mr P Burden Youth Development Officer
Parent Council Mrs V Quinn (Chair) Mrs J Brady ( Treasurer )
Officials email: gairlochhighschoolparentcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
-
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Geographical location and

background

Gairloch High School is situated
within the Parish  of Gairloch on the
western seaboard of Ross -shire, 57
miles from Area Headquarters at
Dingwall and 72 miles from Council
Headquarters in Inverness.
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With the support of parents and the local
Community, the High School was upgraded

from two to four -year status in 1979. In 1983
we gained six -year status, and this removed
the need for Gairloch pupils to transfer to

Dingwall Academy and hostel accommodation

in order to comp lete their secondary education.
Six -year status was accompanied by a change
of name from Achtercairn Secondary to
Gairloch High School.

We operate as a fully comprehensive school
offering a broad general education covering all
curricular areas in S1-S3, as well as formal
National Qualifications throughout S4  -S6. Our
curriculum is  enriched by our learning partners

to meet the needs of our pupils, and includes

offerings to support a vocational as well as
academic pathway progressions in several
subjects.

August 1994, work was completed on the £5
million new Sch ool complex adjacent  to the old
building. The whole community now benefits
greatly from the much  -enhanced educational,
library, leisure and sporting facilities that are

part and parcel of the investment. We have
extensive ICT facilities throughout the school

and each pupil has a Chromebook to support
their learning.  The nature of the catchment
area, vast distances covered on a daily basis

and the variety of modes of travel, allied to the
6remarkabledé6 pupil attendance
levels of achievement, add together to provid e
a stimulating learning environment.
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